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AT THE HOOSE OF HORITONMD-SAN,
1GENTLENAN OF THE NOETHERN L.
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' ALL THE POWERS
o HEAVEN AND EAERTH
SHELTER YOU, AND MAY YOU
LIWVE TO TAKE YOUR VENGEAMNCE
AND RETURN. BUT MOST OF
ALL MAY YOU LIVE
TO TAKE YOUR
VENGEAMCE.
THIS WORLD I8
BUT A DEEAM, AND TO
BE MINDFUL OF THIS I8 TO
WALK IN THE WAY. GO NOW
IN THAT SPIRIT, AND ALL
WILL BE WELL.
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| NOT ALL DESTINY CONTAINS VENGEANCE. BUT ™
ALL RIGHTEOUS VENGEANCE IS A PART OF DESTINY.
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THERE HAVE BEEN \-’EHEEFUL- )y
CONQUESTS THAT TOPPLED EMPIRES.

-
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YET ALL VENGEANCE 15 A JOURNEY, WITH PURITY OF PURPQSE
;| TO COUNTERBALANCE THE OBSCURITY OF RIGHT AND WRONG.

AND EACH JOURNEY |

- MUST HAVE AN ENDING.
R —— -




SO THIS
IS THE FEARSOME
HANIYA TOSHIMITSU!
YOU HARDLY SEEM
= OLD ENOUGH TO BE
THE MAN THEY SAY

BEEFORE
YOU PROCEED,
ERE 15 SOMETHING
I MUST SHOW
YOou.

.l'-lll_‘\.
N |
TH

¥ AGES MEN )
QUICKLY, |

IN SPITE OF
YOUR INSOLENCE,

o YOU HAVE PROVEN USEFUL,
AND USEFUL MEN ARE STILL

VALUED IN THESE WILD,
NORTHERN LANDS. YOU HAVE

PERMISSION TO REVEAL

THIS OBJECT.

THIS
SECRET IS FOR
YOUR EYES
ALONE.
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| WELL. DROP YOUR 1\ . o - —~
\ SWORDS, AND YOU MAY §
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' SEARCH HIM! -
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THIS IS

THE SECRET sIGIL
OF MY CLAN, THE KOGA
GFOSEIDAN. THIS PIECE OF
CLOTH ADORNED MY BROW L
WHEN I SLAUGHTERED BB
THE ENEMIES OF THE

TOKUGAWA CLAN.

T [
I GAVE IT . i

TO MY SON WHEN
LAST I SAW HIM, AND
THIS IS THAT BOY. HIS
MOTHER IS THE
FIRST DAUGHTER OF
THE SHOGUN.

l UNCOVER

YOUR FACE, 5O I
CAN GAZE UPON
IT AND $EE IF

T
Rl e
e +t
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T WHEM I — = A i : 8 =8 i i !
el et — A
: PLEDGED MY = == ——a e 4
B LOYALTY TO TOKUGAWA, Y = =
Ty I BARED MY FACE IN ] by
S HI5 PRESENCE. YOU WOULD &= . =5
== MAKE ONLY THE SECOND - . .
== MAN TO EXACT SUCH = = W — - Vi |
— A GESTURE, il | s J8ce Pz 4
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4 [ YOUR
= N INDULGENCE WILL
; NOT BE WITHOUT REWARD
| . IF WHAT YOU SAY 1S TRUE,
KOGA-SAN. THE GOSEIDAN
= W WILL RISE AGAIN, AND SWEEP
' THE LAND CLEAN OF
E - THE ENEMIES OF
~\ 3 _ THIS REALM.
i " \ & ) : , o as
I".
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THE MOMENT OF FATE IS ONLY A

—

Sl SINGLE DROP OF WATER IN A VAST OCEAN.
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AS A DROP I5 LOST FOREVER

IN THE OCEAN, 50 THE MOMENT
OF FATE 15 SUBMERGED IN -

THE ENDLESS SEA OF HISTORY.
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IT PASSES IN THE BLINKING
OF AN EYE, AND FADES
INTO MERE MEMORY LIKE |

/ ANY OTHER MOMENT.

I SWORE
SEE MY

YOU WOuULD
FACE, AND YOL
IT. I SWORE YOU wWOUuLD

HEAR HIS NAME AND
SO YOU HAVE
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HAVE SEEN ¥

NOW
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ALL BEFORE FATE IS DARKNESS. |

il -
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ONE MOMENT CAN CHANGE |
THE WHOLE WORLD.
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'tsrat | .
| ::' | E OWN OUR FATE, AND OUR FATE OWNS Us. |
b LIKE A SNAKE, SWALLOWING ITS OWN TAIL.
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ADOX OF BEING ALIVE. '

‘ THIS 15 THE PAR
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A8l AND YET EVEN THIS ANALYSIS, WITHIN THE MOMENT ITSELF, IS |
8l USELESS. WHEN THE POWER OF FATE GRABS THOSE LUCKY
b ENOUGH TO BE CHOSEN, THERE 15 NO MORE THINKING.
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ALL THAT QUESTIONING IS MERELY THE VEIL WE -
DRAW TO HIDE THE UNMISTAKABLE EVIDENCE OF | .
=l OUR ENSLAVEMENT TO THESE FEW MOMENTS OF FATE.
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ME, SISTER,
WOULD MOTHER
AND FATHER
BE PROUD

——

IT IS MY

%
GREAT PRIVILEGE
i TO DIE IN COMPANY

WITH THE TWO OF
YOU. I WOULD
CHOOSE NO
OTHERS.

THEY ARE
PROUD OF YOU,
BROTHER. AND







I CFFER i

LL OF YOU THIS : — =

ONE CHANCE TO T T 2

SURRENDER. SUBMIT : —

NOW, AND I WILL - - <
SPARE YOUR T

LIVES.

¥ COWARDS,
ALL! RICE BALLS
FOR HEARTS!
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—
— YOU HAVE -

— ¥ ALL BEEN SERVING
B A TRAITOR, AND DEEP [

IN YOUR HEARTS YOU S

KNOW IT IS ‘SC‘

— - s P

15 SANJO JUNICHI!
I AM THE RIGHTFUL
DAIMYO OF THIS REALM,
THE EIGHTFUL HEIR TO
CLAN SANJO! YOU HAVE ALL
TRANSGRESSED, BUT THOSE
TRAMSGRESSIONS MAY BE
FORGIVEN! o

THE USURFPER
LIES DEAD, AND
ANY MAN WHO FALLS
TO HIS KNEES AND BEGS
FORGIVENESS SHALL
KECEIVE IT!
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STRONG WORDS.
BUT I KNEEL FOR
NO MAN. HOWEVER, I .
|MAGINE ALL THESE OTHER
WEETCHES WILL KNEEL... IF
THE EDO GHOST CAN

— e I HAVE : = -
~ - i S BEEN TOLD OF -
___\_\-‘.- -3 . .. - r

ey YOUR MANY COWARDLY BT

SN il B DEEDS, ARAKU THE BUTCHER, [ \
L AND I WILL GLADLY KILL ) _ ; ]
— ' YOU FOR THEM. - :

wOULD DARE
TO CHALLENGE ME?
I ACCEFT!
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YOUR
EVIL ENDS
TODAY, BUTCHER.
I SWEAR IT.

YOUR DEAD |}
FATHER, BOY! JFS
&

YOU'RE NOT
IN SOME ARENA, B
NOW. THIS IS A
MAN'S WORLD.




KILLED BETTER
THAN YOU, AND THAT
WwAaS WHEN MY HEAKT

WASN'T IN IT. YOU I

WILL DESTEOY,

- COME AND _.
SHOW ME YOUR BITE, ¥

AND THEN I WiLL BE |

DONE WITH YOUR

WHOLE, ROTTEN
FAMILY!
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FATE DOES NOT ENIST AS AN ABSTRACTION. WE MUST FILL I
FATE WITH OURSELVES IN ORDER FOR IT TO BE REALIZED.




e \ \ .lll LN _'__.-"' -

- ...ﬂﬁ":‘:ﬂ\"

IR /27
M| THIS MEANS THAT EVERY FATE BELONGS TO SOMEONE.
I AND THIS WAS HIS. KAJIRO KATASHI NO LONGER THOUGHT
OF WHAT IT MEANT TO BE A SAMURAI. HE NO LONGER
THOUGHT OF WHAT IT MEANT TO BE A NINJA.
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HE NO LONGER
THOUGHT OF HIS PRIDE.

—
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HE NO LONGER =y
THOUGHT OF MAYUKO. FITs

HE NO LONGER

THOUGHT OF HIS FAT




EVEN TRAPPED DEEP INSIDE A
CAVERN OF PAIN, HE HAD
REACHED A PLACE OF STILLNE®S.

GET
UP, KATASHI.
GET LUP!
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EYES WHEN I
KILL ¥OU,

STILLNESS, HE FOUND STRENGTH.
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FOR THIS IS THE SECRET OF
THE SAMURA! AND THE MNIMJA.

BRING NOTHING TO BATTLE
BUT YOUR ANIMAL SPIRIT.

AN

S

ALL AFFECTATION. E

ALLOW FATE TO TAKE CONTROL,
AND CAST AWAY ALL DESIRES BUT ONE.




YOU HAVE
A CHOICE,

NOW,

THESE THINGS, KATASHI DID.

YOU CAN
DIE WITH HONOR,
OR YOU CAN DIE
WITHOUT,

e AND 5O FATE DELIVERED
TO HIM HIS VENGEANCE.
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VENGEANCE PROMISES NOTHING. IT SOLVES NOTHING.
IT 15 ITSELF A PROMISE. AND END, NOT MEANS,

A ROCK STRONG |
' ENOUGH TO STAND UP
AGAINST THE CURRENT.

ONE REAL THING IN : -
| A WORLD FILLED WITH | i N~
|| | SHADOWS AND MADNESS. p .

AV NN\



e ALL WITHIN THE
SOUND OF MY VOICE,

B LISTEN WELL! I

& OFFER MERCY!

TET I AM
SANJO JUNICHL
YOUR LORDS ARE
RESURRECTED AND ORDER
1§ RETURNED TO THESE
LANDS, BRINGING WITH

HIM HIS HANDMAID, ANY WHO
WILL KNEEL BEFORE
ME NOW WILL BE FORGIVEN,
AND IN TIME, CAN EARN
HIS EEDEHF’T.C"H'
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ALL
OF YOU HAVE
DONE GRIEVOUS
WROMNG! YOU HAVE
ALLOWED THE RIGHTFUL
LORDS OF YOUR REALM LY
TO BE USURPED, AND
YOU WEAR THE COLORS
OF THE USURPER!
THER 15 NO ESCAPE
FROM THIS
GUILT!

i
P
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BUT BEWARE!
FOR ANY WHO WILL AT SAY
NOT KNEEL AND BEG A A 4 e g O
FORGIVENESS NOW, IN THIS , SPILL THE WRONG
| MOMENT, WILL FIND THEIR [ FROM YOUR HEART
F'-'E"-":-T .l,.ﬁ_E H'-._"'l"l' 'i"'l”.._ EE YOUR RIGHTFUL
A HUNTED DOWN FOR -
N TRAITORS!
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In this world nothing is truly possessed ror truly lost.
Only steered this way or that on its journey through this endless sea.

. Each fate gives way to another,
All the important battles last far longer than a single human life,
And so each end is a beginning as well,
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