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OUR BRUCE LEE 
MOVIES LIST

Little-Known Trivia From Bruce Lee’s Pictures

by Dr. Craig D. Reid
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In the martial arts world, 
no star shines more brightly than Bruce Lee. Although he 
died in 1973, his legions of followers still hunger for more in-
formation about his life, his art and his philosophies. In a way, 
they’re fortunate because Lee left behind five fantastic films 
for the world to enjoy.

In the past 40-plus years, during which Lee has ascended 
to the status of superstar, the martial arts world has dissected 
his motion pictures and his life. No doubt a large part of the 
public thinks it knows all there is to know about the films of 
the “Little Dragon.” That’s not necessarily the case.

The following are some little-known factoids and insights re-
lated to Lee’s films and fight choreography. They may not make 
you a better fighter, but they’re sure to entertain you while they 
bolster your knowledge of the industry’s greatest legend.

EARLY WORK
Although Lee was a child star in Cantonese cinema, his film 

career as we know it started in 1970, when a Shaw Brothers 
executive named Raymond Chow received $1 million from a 
friend, left his job and started Golden Harvest. The startup’s 
first release was The Invincible Eight. Directed by Lo Wei, it 
starred Nora Miao and Angela Mao Ying. Chow never used 
the money he’d received; instead, he returned it with inter-
est. Then he offered a young martial artist named Bruce Lee a 
two-film contract for $7,500 per movie — which dwarfed Run 
Run Shaw’s $2,000 per film — and the stage was set.

Lee’s first film, Fists of Fury, was titled King of the Boxers before 
it was changed to The Big Boss for the Chinese market and Fists 
of Glory for other parts of the world. It marked Golden Harvest’s 
fifth release. In Mandarin, its name was Tang Shan Da Xiong, 
which translates as The Big Brother From Tang Mountain. Its 
straightforward plot introduced a new brand of street-fighting 
heroism to Hong Kong cinema. Lee played a lad named Cheng, 
a new Chinese laborer at a Thai ice factory. Perplexed by the dis-
appearance of his co-workers, he eventually discovers that the 
boss is using the factory as a front to smuggle heroine.

Boss Mi was portrayed by an acclaimed martial arts in-
structor — no one was credited as a “fight choreographer” 
until 1961 — named Han Ying Chieh. He’s the man respon-
sible for introducing the trampoline to Hong Kong kung fu 
filmmaking in 1961 in the Shaw Brothers release The Touch. 
Also of note: Han’s new assistant was Beijing-opera student 
Lin Zhen Ying, known to many as the one-eyebrowed priest 
in the Mr. Vampire films and the female impersonator in the 
wing chun-based The Prodigal Son.

Lin was one of Lee’s favorite fight choreographers, and Lee 
promised to bring him to Hollywood one day so they could 
work together. Soon thereafter, Lee passed away and Lin never 
got his chance in Tinseltown. It was a major disappointment, 
one that haunted Lin until his death several years ago.

It was Lin who introduced Lee to one of his opera broth-
ers, Tung Wai. A top Hong Kong fight choreographer, Tung 

recently worked on Bulletproof Monk and the live-action 
Scooby-Doo film, but fans will know him best as the lad Lee 
whacks on the head in Enter the Dragon when he’s asked, 
“How did it feel to you?” after doing a side kick.

“Bruce was a big influence on me,” Tung says in Mandarin 
Chinese. “Before him, kung fu films were formulaic, but he 
was very natural and charming. It’s funny — you feel like he’s 
overacting, but it was easy to accept. In the late 1970s, many 
tried to impersonate him, but none could catch his essence 
and especially his movements.

“Lin introduced me to Lee at a coffee shop in the Hong 
Kong Hotel. He had a beard and wore a denim shirt and blue 
jeans. He didn’t seem special to me. Everyone says he can do 
two-finger push-ups, but we’re [from the] opera school and 
can also do that. We weren’t impressed. But then he stood 
up, put his hands three hand lengths in front of his body and, 
keeping his legs straight, did push-ups by slowly bending his 
arms until his nose touched his hands. We were all shocked.

“Films don’t capture his speed. And his feet — man, they 
were something else!”

POLITICALLY INCORRECT
In 1964 fledgling director King Hu — who later became 

one of Hong Kong’s best-known directors with films like Come 
Drink With Me and A Touch of Zen — wrote, directed and starred 
in Sons of the Good Earth, a war drama set during the Sino-
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Japanese conflict. Because of that period’s sensitive political 
climate, the local version of the movie was severely edited and 
could be seen in its entirety only in Malaysia and Singapore.

It took the clout of Bruce Lee to overcome Hong Kong’s 
fear of producing anti-Japanese films with his second effort, 
the $200,000 Chinese Connection. Although initially titled The 
School of Chivalry and released in Asia as Fist of Fury, the Eng-
lish-speaking world came to know it as Chinese Connection 
because of a labeling mistake that occurred when the prints 
were about to be shipped overseas. The Mandarin title, Ch-
ing Wu Men, reflects the film’s significance. Men means “door,” 
and in martial arts circles, it represents a gate to knowledge. 
So Ching Wu Men means “Entry Into the Ching Wu Martial Arts 
School,” referring to the facility created by Shanghai martial 
arts legend Huo Yuin Jia, on whom the film is loosely based.

The story revolves around the quest for revenge under-
taken by Huo’s student, Chen Chen (Lee), after his master 
dies. Lee’s character arrives late for the funeral and endures 
ridicule from a visiting Japanese entourage headed by an ef-
feminate interpreter. In the motion picture, the audience is 
treated to one of Hong Kong cinema’s most important battle 
scenes. Aficionados also will note that the wimpy interpreter 
is played by Wei Pin Au, who in real life was imprisoned for 
stabbing his wife 10 times in the chest.

Most fans know that the final stunt in which Susuki flies 
backward across the yard was performed by Jackie Chan. But 
few know the fight that took place in the Japanese school 
had two major impacts on Hong Kong film. First, after Lee is 
surrounded by the karateka, he kicks eight different people 
with eight different kicks in one unedited, wide-angle shot. 
You can tell it’s Lee performing the kicks, and it’s a success 
only because of his incredible skill. The scene works flawless-
ly, causing Lee to implement the same game plan in the final 
mass-mayhem scene in Enter the Dragon.

Second, it was the first fight in which stuntman Corey 
Yuen appeared. One of Chan’s Beijing-opera brothers, Yuen is 
a premier martial arts film director in Hong Kong. He action-
directed X-Men and directed The Transporter and Jet Li’s Fong 
Sai Yuk. Trivia tidbit: Yuen Woo-ping got his job on The Matrix 
because Corey Yuen had turned it down.

In Chinese Connection, Yuen is one of the Japanese attack-
ers dressed in a hakama. Incidentally, the hakama are worn 
backward in the film as one of many insults Lee aimed at the 
Japanese martial arts. (Others include the shot of Lee defiant-
ly standing proud with a photo of shotokan karate founder 
Gichin Funakoshi in the background, as well as the numerous 
occasions in which samurai swords are placed upside down 
in their stands, symbolizing a loss of knowledge.)

“In that sequence, [Lee] actually hit me and loosened one 
of my teeth, but I wasn’t the only one,” Yuen says. “You can see 
me in there in a close-up. I was young and didn’t understand 
the way of things. He would share with us the philosophy of 
life and explain the philosophy of striking. He was very pow-

erful. He was also thought-provoking when you worked [with 
him] and talked to him, and he let you know what martial arts 
was really all about. I’d learned opera, dance and weapons but 
not martial arts. He told us what that was. So after knowing 
Bruce, we went to study real martial arts. We saw him as a god.”

THE DRAGON
After the success of his first two films, Lee started his own 

production company, Concord Pictures. His first effort under 
that banner was Return of the Dragon (aka Way of the Dragon), 
in which he plays Tang Lung, a country bumpkin from Hong 
Kong sent to help his restaurant-owning uncle in Italy, where 
he winds up fighting the Mafia.

The famous coliseum fight scene between Lee and Chuck 
Norris was supposed to have taken place with Joe Lewis. How-
ever, Lee and Lewis had had a falling out. As it was, it marked 

Norris’ best film fight to date. Several years after Lee’s death, 
Norris claimed that if Lee had let him do the choreography, it 
would’ve been even better.

Just as with Chinese Connection, Return of the Dragon 
was Lee’s way of showing his disdain for the way his people 
were expected to be subservient to Western powers. Lee had 
problems with racism in Hollywood, and that was reflected 
in his cinematic fights, in which he strove to show that the 
little Asian man was capable of defeating the big powers. 
It’s no wonder audiences cheered when Lee defeated the 
cruel Japanese, did in the proud Russian and disposed of the 
sneaky, quiet American (Norris). Strangely, none of the white 
bad guys bested in Lee’s films were British characters.
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THE ULTIMATE GAME
Lee’s next project was to be Game of Death, but when War-

ner Bros. offered him a $550,000 budget for Enter the Dragon, 
filming was suspended — forever. In Enter the Dragon, Lee 
played a secret agent sent by the British to break up a sus-
pected drug ring organized by the inscrutable Han, who uses 
martial arts tournaments to recruit bodyguards and lackeys.

One could argue that the film was politically correct 20 
years before it was politically correct to be so. However, hav-
ing an Asian, a Caucasian and an African-American as coop-
erating heroes was probably Warner Bros.’ way of appeasing 
the demographics, and it served as a sign that it was still too 
early to cast an Asian as the lead.

Most martial artists agree that Enter the Dragon is a great 
film, but its fights are very Hollywood. It’s hard to imagine 
what the producers were thinking when they had John Sax-
on, who obviously lacked advanced fighting skills, take on 
Bolo Yeung. The movie also had minor problems with its cho-
reography — like when Lee’s back is flexing for the camera as 
he tries to open the elevator doors in the dungeon sequence. 
He suddenly steps, turns around and is attacked by a handful 
of thugs. Talk about close-up! Not only can you not see what 
anyone is doing, but, with his last sweeping backfist, the bad 
guy also tumbles in the opposite direction.

FINAL FIGHTS
The 1978 release of Game of Death was less than thrilling, 

but the 25-minute “all Bruce” special edition shown on the 
AMC channel as part of a documentary about Lee and his 
final film was far different. The last half-hour of the produc-
tion was all original footage of the jeet kune do founder taken 
while he scripted the film and engaged in quirky dialogue.

Lee obviously never intended for the lost footage to be part 
of the final cut of Game of Death. In the nunchaku sequence 
alone, mistakes are numerous and easily seen. Furthermore, 
some of the best posters for the production include photos 
in which Lee strikes Kareem Abdul-Jabbar in the face with a 
roundhouse kick and in which he executes a flying kick to his 
head. However, neither image appears in the film.

If you study that fight closely, you’ll conclude it’s a bit 
clumsy. Abdul-Jabbar’s kicks waver like a noodle, his stances 
are rubbery and his fighting postures resemble those of an 
actor who has trained for three months.

Nevertheless, all five movies soar because of Lee’s on-
screen presence and charisma. Essentially a simple man who 
dreamed of using the martial arts to become a star, he suc-
ceeded in his goal of spreading the virtues of Chinese cul-
ture. In doing so, he left us with a wonderful film legacy, and 
for that, the martial arts world should be grateful. 

Dr. Craig D. Reid is the author of the beautiful and exhaus-
tively researched martial arts movie book The Ultimate Guide 
to Martial Arts Movies of the 1970s: 500+ Films Loaded With 
Action, Weapons and Warriors. BlackBeltMag.com also features 
several in-depth reviews of Bruce Lee movies by Reid.
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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO MARTIAL ARTS MOVIES OF THE 1970S 
by Dr. Craig D. Reid
Dive into the decade that brought martial arts cinema to the masses in this epic full-color book by Dr. Craig D. Reid, one 
of America’s most respected martial arts film historians and critics! This dynamic guide launches into “martialogies” of 
500-plus films loaded with action, weapons and warriors! Each entry is filled with humor and contains a concise plot 
summary, behind-the-scenes reel (and real) history, fight statistics, insights into martial arts choreography and styles, 
and other surprising factoids about each title. The book includes a complete index listing more than 2,000 actors and 
movies by all their English variations, as well as an index for movies by country of origin.   
288 pgs. (ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-192-7) Book Code 497 —  NOW ONLY $4.99   SAVE 81%

Books and DVDs from 

CHINATOWN JEET KUNE DO:  
Essential Elements of  
Bruce Lee’s Martial Art 
by Tim Tackett
In this companion DVD for the book 
of the same name, Tim Tackett 
demonstrates abstract and concrete 
JKD concepts. Special features include 
demonstrations of sparring drills.  
(Approx. 90 min.)  
DVD Code 9709 — Retail $29.95

JEET KUNE DO FOR THE  
ADVANCED PRACTITIONER 
by Lamar M. Davis II
In this three-volume series, Lamar 
M. Davis II presents a curriculum 
designed for advanced jeet kune do 
practitioners seeking deeper knowl-
edge and understanding of the art’s 
core principles.
Volume 1 (Approx. 120 min.) 
DVD Code 9839 — Retail $29.99

Volume 2 (Approx. 70 min.) 
DVD Code 9849 — Retail $29.99

Volume 3 (Approx. 60 min.) 
DVD Code 9859 — Retail $29.99

BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING 
METHOD: The Complete Edition 
by Bruce Lee and M. Uyehara
This restored and enhanced edition 
of Fighting Method breathes new 
life into hallowed pages with digitally 
remastered photography and a pains-
takingly refurbished interior design for 
improved instructional clarity. 483 pgs.  
(ISBN: 978-0-89750-170-5)  
Book Code 494 — Retail $34.95

Also available for  
iPad, Nook and Kindle!

Check your  
favorite e-book site!

BRUCE LEE:  
Wisdom for the Way 
by Bruce Lee
Bruce Lee: Wisdom for the Way pulls 
from many of Bruce Lee’s sources 
— quotes, pictures, sketches — to 
create a visually comprehensive refer-
ence of the master. 144 pgs.  
(ISBN: 978-0-89750-185-9)  
Book Code 491 — Retail $15.95

Also available for  
iPad, Nook and Kindle!

Check your  
favorite e-book site!

TAO OF JEET KUNE DO:  
Expanded Edition
by Bruce Lee
THE MOST INFLUENTIAL  
BRUCE LEE BOOK EVER PUBLISHED!
Take advantage of this rare opportu-
nity to learn directly from Bruce Lee 
— one of the most celebrated  
and inspirational figures in martial 
arts history. 248 pgs.  
(ISBN: 978-0-89750-202-3)  
Book Code 524 — Retail $26.95

Also available for  
iPad, Nook and Kindle!

Check your  
favorite e-book site!

CHINESE GUNG FU:  
The Philosophical Art  
of Self-Defense  
(Revised and Updated) 
by Bruce Lee 
This new edition gives martial arts 
enthusiasts and collectors exactly what 
they want: more Bruce Lee, including 
digitally enhanced photography, previ-
ously unpublished pictures with Lee’s 
original handwritten notes, and intro-
ductions by his widow and daughter.  
125 pgs. (ISBN: 978-0-89750-112-5)  
Book Code 451 — Retail $12.95

Also available for  
iPad, Nook and Kindle!

Check your  
favorite e-book site!

CHINATOWN JEET KUNE DO: 
Essential Elements of Bruce 
Lee’s Martial Art
by Tim Tackett and Bob Bremer
Chinatown Jeet Kune Do not only lays 
out the basic structure and principles 
of Bruce Lee’s art but also reveals 
some of its most effective and least-
known tools. 166 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-163-7)  
Book Code 492 —  NOW ONLY $9.99 
 SAVE 47%

CHINATOWN JEET KUNE DO 
VOLUME 2: Training Methods 
of Bruce Lee’s Martial Art
by Tim Tackett
Tim Tackett builds on the JKD theories 
and concepts in the first volume and 
concentrates on practice and applica-
tion of jeet kune do in this second 
volume. 166 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-189-7)  
Book Code 513 —  NOW ONLY $9.99
 SAVE 54%
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BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING 
METHOD Volume 3:  
Skill in Techniques 
by Bruce Lee and M. Uyehara 
The legendary Bruce Lee demon-
strates simple, effective methods for 
developing your martial arts techniques 
in body movement, hand techniques, 
kicking and more! 128 pgs. (ISBN: 
978-0-89750-052-4)  
Book Code 404 —  NOW ONLY 99¢ 
 SAVE 90%

BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING 
METHOD Volume 1:  
Self-Defense Techniques 
by Bruce Lee and M. Uyehara 
How to survive attacks on the street, 
defenses against surprise attacks, 
armed and unarmed assailants, one 
attacker or many are among the topics 
covered.128 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-050-0)  
Book Code 402 —  NOW ONLY 99¢ 
 SAVE 90%

BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING 
METHOD Volume 2:  
Basic Training 
by Bruce Lee and M. Uyehara
The originator of jeet kune do covers 
the fighting man’s exercise system, 
the on-guard position, footwork, 
power training, speed training, the 
nontelegraphic punch and training in 
awareness. 128 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-051-7)  
Book Code 403 —  NOW ONLY 99¢ 
 SAVE 90%

BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING 
METHOD Volume 4:  
Advanced Techniques 
by Bruce Lee and M. Uyehara 
This book presents the advanced 
techniques. Chapters include hand 
techniques, attacks with kicks, coun-
ters and tactics. 128 pgs. 
(ISBN: 978-0-89750-053-1)  
Book Code 405 —  NOW ONLY 99¢ 
 SAVE 90%

THE INCOMPARABLE FIGHTER 
by M. Uyehara 
Get to know the true Bruce Lee through 
the eyes of the author. Pound for pound, 
he may have been the greatest fighter 
who ever lived. Read about his good 
and bad times, his dreams and destiny 
shattered by his early death. The author, 
a student of Lee’s and one of his best 
friends, is the co-author of the best-
selling Bruce Lee’s Fighting Method 
volumes. 144 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-120-0)  
Book Code 461 —  NOW ONLY $9.99
 SAVE 50%

DEAR BRUCE LEE 
by Ohara Publications Inc. 
Read about how Bruce Lee’s life, his 
art and his untimely death affected 
and influenced his worldwide legion of 
fans. Learn about his art jeet kune do 
through his personal replies to letters 
he received in 1967. Illustrated with 
photos of Lee. 96 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-069-2)  
Book Code 407 —  NOW ONLY $4.99 
 SAVE 69%

BRUCE LEE’S FIGHTING  
METHOD: Basic Training and  
Self-Defense Techniques 
by Ted Wong and Richard Bustillo
Bruce Lee’s jeet kune do, as explained 
in the book series Bruce Lee’s Fighting 
Method. This video covers the first two 
volumes, with topics including warm-
ups, basic exercises, on-guard posi-
tion, footwork, power/speed training 
and self-defense. (Approx. 55 min.) 
DVD Code 1029 — Retail $29.95

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO JEET KUNE DO 
by the Editors of Black Belt 
The art’s most successful students interpret the 
evolution and originator through a collection of 
articles from the Black Belt archives. The articles 
discuss the key concepts and techniques that 
define the “art of the intercepting fist.” 148 pgs. 
(ISBN: 978-0-89750-186-6)  
Book Code 510 — Retail $24.95

Also available for  
iPad, Nook and Kindle!

Check your  
favorite e-book site!

THE LEGENDARY BRUCE LEE 
by the Editors of Black Belt 
A collection of articles detailing Bruce 
Lee’s rise to fame, including Lee’s  
own famous and controversial essay 
“Liberate Yourself From Classical 
Karate.” 160 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-106-4)  
Book Code 446 — Retail $10.95

WING CHUN KUNG FU/JEET KUNE DO:  
A Comparison, Vol. 1 
by William Cheung and Ted Wong
Bruce Lee’s original art (wing chun) and the art he 
developed ( jeet kune do) are compared by Lee’s as-
sociates. It includes stances and footwork, hand and 
leg techniques, tactics and self-defense. 192 pgs.  
(ISBN-13: 978-0-89750-124-8) 
Book Code 464 — Retail $14.95
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